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PERSONALITY IN THE Nr;WS
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OnnSon Bunda,
stocky, Tedd

[al to be head of the na

tion's super-secret Centxa]
Intelligence Agency.

And in the words of 3
former, fellow — admiral
‘*the President got quite ¢
guy" in_ 59-year-old Wil;
diam. F. Rahorn Jr., Texad
‘horn, Oklahoma realed af
home in a Navy fighter
plane cocl\pu on the quar{

ties where he bossed thd
‘development of the. nuf
elear Polaris m1ss1le 5ys
fem.
" "Red's the kind of guy
who won't be distracted by
nonessential detail,"” said
an ex-shipmate, a ‘retired
four star admiral.
"He's a guy who driveq
himself and who's one of
those lucky fellows whd
‘commands  respect ang
makes vou want to dd
yor. best."
i Shipmates know "Red'
‘| Raborn as a man with 4
merry sense of humor, 3

‘any job to be done and 4§
man who just won't admif
ithere's any such phrase as
Yean't be done." His rows
of medals attest to that.

Attended Academy

. Born in Decatlr, Tex.
‘on June 8, 1905, Raborr

:Jlow, Okla., and was gra}
duated from the Nava
Academy in 1928. - .

| haired. retired vice admird

terdeck, or in the laboratof

no-nonsense attitude abouf.

grew up in Ryan and Mar}

q

IWwWorld War

| ofticer of the UES

Totmaea 101KS

WOonoer .
Jhow 1 ever picked the Na--

vy when T didn't know :

there was that much wa-
ter in the world," Rahorn
once quipped on a visit
back to his boyhood state,

and drouth when he was
gmwmd up.

Raborn switched fromr
surface chips to flying and

abiatar - in 1934, During

manded the Navy aviation
gunnery school on

| Kaneohe Bay, Hawnil. and

then served as eweculive
Han-
cock in the war's final

Tpunch against Japan.

" After commanding a
task force and serving in

naval headquarters in
Washington on various
tours, Raborn took com-
‘mand of the USS Benning-

ton. In ‘a series of explo-
siong that rocked the ship

| off Newport on May 26;

1954, 220 men died. An of-

ficial commendation.  cre-

dited him with savmg ma-
ny lives."

Tabbed to head the Na-
vy's special project office,
Raborn was given the task
of developing the Polaris

'as a missile capable of be-
{ ing launched from -a sub-

marine whileé submerged.
His research command_
is credited with ~many
scientific breakthroughs in
achieving its goal, includ-
ing a new navigation sys-
tem to be used by the'mis-

11, he "com- !

J Jy chief of naval ope\'a-'q
won hig wings as a naval |

|

|where he joked ahout dust |

CPYRGHT

‘Work of intelligence and

. Rabom III

ile launching subs, and-
ke launcher 1tself -

H“nawrial Ahlhtv
"Red's gol txemandmm |
manfgerial ability," said a
ormei shipmate.

Raborn served as depu-

ions before retiring and !
becoming a vice president
with Aerojet General-
Corp., in Pasadena, Calif.

President Johnson, i
hppointing Raborn to suc-
teed John A. McCone as

him as a friend of 15 years.

born will boss a huge com-
plex about which relative-.
y little is known publicly. |
Vhat is known is that it
necludes a far-flung net-

has as a prime mission the
task of making sure the
President is fully informed
bn. . every facet iri which
he nation is involved or -
nterested.

Fhief of the CIA des >cr1bed* |
As head of the CIA, Ra- 3

To old shipinates WhO |
heard of the appointment, -
t wasn't surprising, Ra- i
porn didn't quibble about.’

pecepting. - L
"He's' the. kmd of guyw
vho, if the President

psked him' to take on.any .
ob, would say ‘'aye, aye, "
civ' and that would be

fhat," said one.

Raborn is married and :
has two children, Barbara :

Priscilla and William.' F. |
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